Introduced by Council Member Carter and Co-sponsored by Council Members Love, Bowman, Brosche, Wilson, Hazouri, Anderson, Becton, Boyer, K. Brown, R. Brown, Crescimbeni, Dennis, Ferraro, R. Gaffney, Gulliford, Morgan, Newby and Schellenberg:
ORDINANCE 2017-394
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION SECRETARY TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER, THAT CERTAIN LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE (LANDLORD) AND CECIL FIELD POW/MIA MEMORIAL, INC. (TENANT), FOR FIVE (5) YEARS with One twenty (20) year renewal option FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 6112 NEW WORLD AVENUE, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32221, TENANT PAYING AN ANNUAL LEASE FEE OF ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) FOR THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF THE LEASE AND AFTER FIVE YEARS, TENANT SHALL PAY $2,400 PER YEAR AT A RATE OF $200 PER MONTH FOR COMMON AREA MAINTENANCE COSTS; PROVIDING FOR CITY OVERSIGHT BY THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has a long and storied history as a military town, and the Westside of Jacksonville in particular, has been associated with military and service members  since field operations began at Cecil Field in December 1941; and  


WHEREAS, Cecil Field was designated a navy auxiliary air station in 1952, and became known as Naval Air Station Cecil Field- the South’s first master jet base; and


WHEREAS, the airmen trained at Naval Air Station Cecil Field were turned out to Korea, Vietnam, the Pacific Rim and Desert Storm; and 

WHEREAS, squadrons from Cecil Field were aboard every Atlantic Fleet aircraft carrier deployed to Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War, and during this same period, thirteen Cecil Field pilots were listed as prisoners of war (“POW”) or missing in action (“MIA”); and 

WHEREAS, squadrons from Naval Air Station Cecil Field were sent to the Persian Gulf War in the 1990s, and notably, Michael Scott Speicher, was stationed at Naval Air Station Cecil Field prior to being shot down over Iraq during the Persian Gulf War on January 17, 1991; and 

WHEREAS, until Speicher’s remains were identified in 2009, he was listed by the Navy as MIA; and 

WHEREAS, Cecil Field was decommissioned in 1999 and is now a civilian, public-use, joint civil-military airfield and industrial park known as Cecil Commerce Center and Cecil Airport; and 

WHEREAS, Cecil Commerce Center is home to the Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial, which honors the POW/MIA pilots and service members that were lost over the Vietnam and Desert Storm conflicts, and to distinguish the history of NAS Cecil Field as a military base; and

WHEREAS, the Cecil Field POW/MIA Memorial was dedicated in 1974 by the families of POW/MIA pilots and service members to ensure that these brave soldiers were not forgotten; and the site consists of markers and associated planted trees for each of the 16 POW/MIA pilots, a pavilion, a stage area, starburst (metal display of aircraft), and a granite base seal of NAS Cecil Field; and 
WHEREAS, Florida is home to over 1.5 million veterans with over 150,000 of those veterans residing in Northeast Florida (Duval, Clay and St. Johns Counties); and
WHEREAS, letters of support for the POW/MIA Memorial have been received from U.S. Senators Bill Nelson, Marco Rubio and John McCain, U.S. Representatives Al Lawson and John Rutherford, the Navy Wives Club of America “Daughter in Dixie #300”, Retired United States Navy officers: Captain Bill Kennedy, Captain Bob “BB” Buehn and Captain Sam “Shoebags” Houston, to name a few; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville desires to enter into a long term lease with POW/MIA Memorial, Inc. for lease of the existing memorial areas, chapel and theatre so that the POW/MIA Memorial can be renovated and maintained; now therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1. Lease Agreement approved and execution authorized.  There is hereby approved, and the Mayor and Corporation Secretary are hereby authorized to execute and deliver, that certain Lease Agreement between the City of Jacksonville (Landlord) and Cecil Filed POW/MIA Memorial, Inc. (Tenant), in substantially the same form placed On File with the Office of Legislative Services. Said lease is for five (5) years with one twenty (20) year renewal option for the property located at 6112 New World Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida, 32221.  Tenant shall pay an annual lease fee of one dollar ($1.00) for the first five years, and after the first five years, shall pay $2,400 per year for common area maintenance costs as outlined in the Lease at a rate of $200 per month.   

Section 2.

Oversight.

The Office of Economic Development shall oversee the project described herein.

Section 3.
   
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

_/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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